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Breaking the “Holy Image” of Capitalist Civilization with Chinese Modernization

WANG Xin-sheng &WU Da-juan
(School of Marxism, Nankai University, Tianjin, 300350)

Abstract: In Western modernization theory, capitalist civilization is portrayed as a “holy image” that
transcends history. This is nothing more than a capitalist ideological myth. The sanguinary primitive accumulation,
the realistic development of alienation, and the inevitable fate of self-termination all clearly demonstrate the
uncivilized and unholy nature of capitalist civilization. Chinese modernization is presented with a unique
spiritual outlook and value pursuit. It transcends the expansion and aggression of capitalist civilization with the
integrated independent exploration of “revolution-construction-reform”, transcends the capital logic that leads
to confrontation between people with the humanistic logic which seeks for human freedom and comprehensive
development, and transcends the narrow national prejudice and international hegemony of capitalist civilization
with a global sentiment of embracing the world harmoniously with diversity. Therefore, it deeply reveals the
“unholy image” of capitalist civilization. Chinese modernization critically transcends the spiritual essence and
value implication of capitalist civilization, not to make up for or repair the inherent injustice and imperfection
of capitalist civilization, but to save the emotional life of modern people who have been deprived by capital, the
market and private property and a way of life that is in line with human nature. It endows communist ideals with
new connotations of the times and Chinese-style understandings, and opens up a new form of human civilization
that demonstrates the wisdom of the times and leads the world trend.

Keywords: Chinese Modernization, Capitalist Civilization, Unholy Image, Critical Transcendence
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